





Charles Graham

Charles Graham was born in Little Falls on
September 12, 1883. Charles came to Remer from
Cass Lake about 1910 and began doing business
for Remer’s first bank, The First State Bank, in
the lobby of the Remer Hotel. H.A. Harding was
president and Charles Graham was cashier. Charles
was associated with the Remer Lumber Company
as was Theo. Klement. Charles was the manager.
He also was the local undertaker. In April of 1924
he operated a feed and flour store near the Soo
Line Railroad Depot at Remer and consolidated his
business with the Farmer’s Cooperative Association.
Graham sold his store building and became the
manager of the Association. He also closed his
cream station. In 1932 he purchased ownership in
the Farmers’ Cooperative Association where he
operated Graham’s Feed Store for nearly 40 years,
closing down in 1966. In 1924 he was elected one
of five directors for the Minnesota Potato Growers
Association newly organized in Cass County. He
was also a director for the Red Cross at Remer
which was organized in 1926.

In 1912 Charley Graham and Frank Simpson
organized Remer’s first Fire Department. Two dozen
pails and two ladders were ordered. Another dozen
fire buckets were purchased at a cost of $12. Charles
served as clerk at the first consolidation meeting in
1912 held at Shills Hall to vote on consolidating the
Poplar Knoll and the Remer school. He was elected
to serve on the school board in July of 1912 where
he served the school district for 21 years. He also
was elected to serve as councilman for the City
of Remer and served in the capacity of recorder
and other various positions for many years. When
the Mason Memorial Congregational Church of
Remer was incorporated in 1919, Charles was a
charter member and was appointed to the building
committee. In April of 1912 Charles was appointed
to serve on a committee to locate a cemetery site.

Graham died August 12, 1967 and was put to rest in
the Fairview cemetery at Remer. He married Adalia
Flint. One daughter and three sons survived him.

This item from the collection at the Cass County
Museum is an old fashioned carpet bag of 100 years
ago. It was made of used carpet material which fur-
nished a cheap and convenient bag for the belong-
ings of the many Northerners who swarmed south
after the Civil War.

These adventuring opportunists were termed “Car-
pet Baggers” by the resentful folks south of the
Mason-Dixon line.

James Clifton was born in 1842. He served in the
Confederate Army in the Civil War. He came to
Remer about 1910 and worked as a post peeler
in the woods. He purchased a lot near the Remer
School. When James Clifton died in 1921, Charlie
Graham was appointed adminstrator of his estate
and he donated the bag to the Museum.

James Clifton is buried in Fairview Cemetery and
shares a tombstone with George Scobie. a veteran
of the Union Army.
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Stagecoach Road (1890-1930) on National Register

The Stagecoach Road that ran from Pine River to Woman Lake and Longyville from 1890 to 1930
was instrumental in opening up the area north and east of Pine River to loggers, homesteaders,

and to hunters and fishermen. The Widow Lake segment has been documented and owned by the
county, and this is the only segment that is intact. This area was recently entered as a historic site
on the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register is a listing of districts, sites,
buildings, structures and objects considered to be worthy of preservation. This site joins a group of

listings for Cass County.

e

One of our early residents associated with the stage road
was William Burrell, for years the owner of the Kabeko-
na Stage Line. He was the successful bidder on the con-
tract to carry the mail to Longyville via Pontoria in 1905.
The stage ran tri-weekly, leaving Pine River on Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday and departed from Longville on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. He continued to drive
the stage coach, but on the night of Aug 14, 1908, he
went down the stage with his automobile He traveled at
night so the way would be clear. E. T. Peters took charge
of the route by 1909. When Peters took a six-weeks
vacation in 1910, Bill Burrell again took charge of the
Longyville/Pine River stage.

William Burrell

In March of 1910 the Ben Clark family took
the stage coach from Pine River to Longville.
Bill Burrell had horses and a spring wagon. It
took from early morning until noon to reach
Pontoria, which was the half-way stopping
place to rest the horses and to eat dinner at
Mrs. Trippe’s. Many people rode the stage-
coach and Mr. Burrell tried to miss as many
bumps and holes as possible. When Margaret
Culhane and Letta Manders rode the stage to
Longyville in 1910, Miss Culhane told him,
“Mr. Burrell, you missed that bump back
there!” Without a word, he found a place to
turn around again, hit that bump again. She
didn’t complain any more.
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