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MY TIMEWITH THE CCC’'S

My nameisHarry Loger and thisismy story from almost
70 years ago.

On December 28, 1939, | ran away from afoster home.
| was 14 yearsold at thetime but big for my age. | went
into Plummer, caught afreight train and headed south. |
knew only one thing and that was, | was looking for a
job. 1 still remember how terrible cold it was on that
freight train. Thefirst evening, the boxcar that | wasin
was parked on a siding in Bemidiji. | tried to cover up
with paper, but it didn't help much. | noticed a house
not too far from the siding that had a light on. | went
and knocked onthedoor. The coupleliving thereinvited
mein, fed me and insisted | stay the night. | slept with
their four childrenin one bed, sideways so wewould fit.

The following day they told me what time the train | eft
and scraped together all the money they had and gave it
to me. My second day on the train, | stopped at Cass
Lake. | jumped out of the car and walked over to adiner
that wasquiteclose. | walked in and ordered asandwich
and pop with the 50 cents | had in my pocket. | was
talking with the waitress and she asked if | was|ooking
forajob. | said, “Yes!” Shesad, “Well, | tell youwhat,
you go over to the hotel on the corner and go into the
lobby; tell the people there you are waiting for someone
to pick you up. Stay there and my boyfriend and | will
be there to get you when | finish my shift. He has a
place to get you ajob.” | fell aslegp while waiting for
them. Finally they woke meup and asked if | wasready
to go. | answered, “Yes, | am.” He said we had to get
going as we had two milesto walk.

Aswewerewalking, | asked him where we were going;
he told me a CCC camp.

The CCC camp waslikeamilitary areawith the barracks
and clothes they were issuing. The pay was $30 per
month. The individual got $8 and $20 was sent to a
bank account as| didn’'t have any family. At that point
he also asked if | was 17, because to work at the camp,
17 wastheminimum age. Hedidn’t think | looked quite
that old, but he took me anyway.

Whenwefinaly arrived at the camp he gave me abunk;
they were military double bunks. Hetold meto stay put
and he would get me some food. | was not to wander
around while he was working. He kept me there for a
couple of days, then told me he couldn’t get meinat this
camp but he had talked to the driver of a pop truck and
learned that he was going to Walker and they were
recruiting down there. | caught a ride with the truck
driver and we headed to Walker. The truck driver took
me to the building where | talked to the recruiter. They
got me abunk but were not taking new recruits until the
9" of January. They, however, did allow meto stay in
the barracks. | was also directed where to go to get my
food in the mess hall and so | waited until January 9"
when | wasrecruited into CCC Camp #3709-F48 on the
Breezy Point road. After | got al my paperwork done
and provided information needed for my history, | got
my clothes and was assigned to a barracks. They told
me that the next morning they would be calling me and
would assign me to a work crew where | would learn
whatever job they were going to do. Thefirstjob | can
recall wasworking on aski slopein the Shingobee Hills
area: keeping it fixed and working on a toboggan slide.
Sory continued on page 3




Our facility has been quite busy again this season Many people areviewing
the 15,000 names in our obituary index on our website and have been
requesting copies.

WEe' ve received acollection of old school records from around the county.
Not complete, but nevertheless valuable for our research center.

Another item of interest isasmall collection of photographs pertaining to
the CCC Camp at Breezy Point, Walker Camp #3709. If you have any
photos, which could be copied of the CCC Campsin Cass County, or were
a member yourself, please consider contacting us and sharing some
information on this period of Cass County history.

COLD CASE ASSISTANCE

A call camein from the Criminal Justice Studies Department of the Univer-
sity of South Dakotafrom Director Steve Feimer. Hewasinvestigating the
suspected homicide of awoman missing for sixty fiveyears-- Mary Murray
Everson-Dunn. Mary had been aresident of the Pine River areaasayoung
woman. An articlein the Sioux Falls, SD Argus Leader explains why this
cold case file was reopened.

Mary Murray disappeared in 1951. She was divorced from her husband
Harry and no longer lived in the area.  When her son George visited his
childhood homein South Dakota, he had aflashback of his parentsfighting
when hismother returned by trainfor avisit. Hisfather Harry had aviolent
temper and he remembered at age 4 or 5 watching his father collapse the
well, throw aload of rocksdown it and tell the three kidsto never go near it.

Mary’ s disappearance was never reported, and consequently therewas never
an investigation. We were able to supply information regarding the James
and Mary Murray family to help establish atimeline of events surrounding
the death/disappearance of Mary.

The son, George Everson, has hired a private company to bring in equip-
ment and machinery to search for a 24-inch well in the field. The Hamlin
County Sheriff acknowledges that there's no proof that a body is buried
anywhere in the field, but he feels that the request for assistance merits
attention. He said, “We would like to recover the remains and give her a
proper buria for the family -- and bring some closure.”

Searchers hope to get maps that predate the woman’s death to determine
where the well was |ocated.

We are glad to help and hopefor aresolution of the caseto assist thisfamily
with Cass County roots.
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A toboggan slide 1s an icy downhill
ride. Every morning we would go
down to Shingobee Creek, pick up
spray buckets and then go to the top
and spray fresh water to build up the
ce on the toboggan dlide, whichiif |
remember right was 2 to 3 feet deep
at the bottom and a couple of feet
wide with a 3 inch gap at the bottom
to hold thetoboggan in acertain spot.
We CCC’sdidn’t havetoboggans but
we sure had a lot of fun after the
water froze, riding down the slope
on our snow shovels by grabbing the
handle and sitting down on the
shovel. What aride! | don’t recall
how long | was at that site.

| was assigned to different types of
work and different crews during the
next few months. | was assigned to
acrew that was cutting down certain-
Size pine trees and then cutting them
nto specified lengthsand then taking
them to a storage area. From the
storage areas they were loaded onto
trucks and taken into town. They
were then used for telephone and
power poles. One of the jobs | was
assigned to was trimming pinetrees.
By that | mean we had to saw with a
ong pole. We would trim the lower
pranches of the pines so that more
sun would get to the floor of the
forest so other treeswould grow. We
would trim out the bad ones
throughout the forest.

Another project | wasonwasto build
roads and cut down the brush along
the roads going to different areasthat
had either been burned out or were

without trees at all. We also built
roads to areas where the Forestry
would build fire lookout towers. |
believe we did this in the Whipholt
area. We would have to get a truck
up against some place where we
could pick up dirt. We would load
thetruck by hand to takedirt to areas
where we put in pipes for drainage.
This was quite interesting.

Intheselarge areaswheretherewere
no trees, they would take a tractor
and a single bottom plow and go
through these areas. | forget how
wide these rows would be, but they
weren’'t always in a straight line.
They pretty much followed the lay
of the land and when the area was
ready, we would have to plant pine
tree seedlings. Each morning we
would get abox of trees set downin
different areas and then get a spade
and dig an inverted hole. We would
take the small planters, spread the
roots, fill the hole back up and then
move maybe 10 to 15 feet away and
repeat the process. We would keep
going like this all day long. |
remember that | couldn’t keep up
withtheolder men. They werealittle
tough on me. The superintendents
and the bosses of the camp (and there
were a bunch of them) would be on
your butt to plant faster and keep up
withtherest of theguys. Therewere
several times where | got kicked in
the butt to hurry up. This went on
for several days, and we planted a
terrific amount of trees.

Fromtherel went to fight forest fires.
I’'m not sure if it was a controlled

burn or after a forest fire but we
would have a 10 gallon water tank]
with sprayer heads strapped on our
backs and we walked through the
forest spraying out the hot spots. W4
filled our tanks from the swamps in
the area.

Another job | wasinvolved with wag
helping to build small dams. Wse
hauled in dirt and level ed and packed
it down. They were more likg
diversion channels.

Inthe camp we naturally would have
to keep the area clean. There werg
pool tables at the Recreation Hall in
the camp. Sometimes a bunch of ug
would go to Leech Lake, especially]
on the weekend. We would either
swim or play around. In the winter
we would watch people ice fishing,
No women were allowed in thg
camp, but there was a small dance
hall near the camp on the highway
toWalker. Localsknow it asFisher’g
Barn or the Silver Dollar Club. I
got to where | would go to the dance
hall occasionally and try to get
involved likethe older guyswith thg
gals. | made a lot of stumbling
mistakes but | enjoyed myself and i
was a learning experience.

We would walk to Walker quitg
often, crossing over the bridgesat the
north and south ends of Shingobeg
Island. There were many things tg
do in town, but we mostly just
walked around. It wasa3to 4 milg
walk from camp but wedidit to keep

busy.

Volunteers are urged to meet again on a regular basis at the museum to read newspapers and abstract the
pertinent information and put it on 3x5 index cards. Obituaries from the Cass Lake Times have been
completed from 1899 - 1980. Please call for information on dates and time.




Now to get into what | liked about the CCCs and what agreat learning experienceit wasfor me. | look back on it
over the years and remember it as a very educational and great learning experiencein life. | loved it. 1 waswith
different people with different ideas. When | was discharged, | remember it as something | was planning to go
back to, but things happened in my lifeand | didn’'t get to do it. After | was discharged on June 25, 1940 and had
picked up my check, the only place | had to go back to was the foster home. It took me several daysto hitch hike
back. Since | was actualy not of age and knew nothing about my family, this was my only option. When |
returned to the foster home, they notified the state that | was back and everything wasok. The people working for
the State suggested that | put the $123 check in the Orphanage at Owatonna’s savings account and they would
disburseit to meas| needed it since | was award of the State until | turned 18 years of age.

I’ll never regret my timein the CCCs. | look back on my lifeand | know | used that experience; thefirst 18 or 20
years, it taught mealot. | was pretty well educated about behavior in the military, so when | went into the service
during WWII, it was extremely helpful.

| have been back to Walker quite afew times because al my lifel had apassion for Camp 3709. | wasdirected to
the Cass County Museum afew years ago where | met Renee Geving. She assisted mein finding the actual camp
location, the ski slopes, where the bridges were that crossed the lake and other information pertaining to the camp.

| truly appreciate al that Renee has done to help me get avery important part of my life back.
kkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhkkkkkkkkkk**%

On March 31, 1933 President Franklin Roosevelt signed Senate File 598, known as the Emergency Work Act
which authorized the Civilian Conservation Corps. It cleared both Houses of Congressin three days and went to
the president’sdesk. This program was born out of desperation during the Great Depression and soon becamethe
most popular and worthwhile program of the “New Deal”. Over 3 million boys were given anew start on life by
working in conservation and forestry throughout the United States.

These camps had a significant impact on the local economy. Shoes and clothing, camp construction materials,
beef, dairy goods and bakery items needed to be purchased. LEMS (local experienced men) were hired to help
train the boys. The transportation industry flourished as well as movie theaters, bars and dance halls as many of
the boys visited there on their weekend passes. Many afather kept his girls under close watch when the “Boys’
werein town.

Camp Co. 1723 was located in Turtle Lake Township in the SW %2or NW % of NW Y4 of Section 6, T141 R30W,
one mile east on T.H. 34, now Hwy. 200 and % mile north on a township road now known as the Breezy Point
Road and was founded on November 7, 1935 with Captain Dietz in command. Construction of the 22 buildings
began in September of 1935 and was under the supervision of J.C. Porisch, District Forest Ranger stationed at
Walker. The camp would house 200 men who would work in the ChippewaNational Forest. Thiswas one of four
national parks camps located in Minnesota. The men engaged in roadside beautification which included the
territory between Walker and the State Sanitorium and cut down abutements overlooking Leech Lake.

A complete and detailed survey of Leech Lake, totaling 63,450 acres, was completed by Co. 1723 in March of
1936. This survey was the first of many to be used for extensive fish management in the Chippewa National
Forest. The result of the compilation of all information was a contour map which we still use today, showing the
depth at al pointsin the lake, the various types of soil and different species of vegetation.

In July of 1937 this camp was recognized as being the best tree planters in the Chippewa National Forest. Over
750,000 Norway and Jack Pine seedlings were planted during the year. 1n November of 1937, 150 recruits from
Missouri arrived at the camp. Construction and landscape work at the 100 foot Whipholt Ranger Station was one
of their first projects. Many worked on asurvey involving 35,000 acresof forest land in 1937. That fall, 215 acres
of Norway pine were planted and 450 acres would be planted in the spring of 1938. Improvements were made to
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the Stony Point picnic grounds. Two roads were slated for construction in 1938, one of which was built south of
Diamond Lake off of Highway 34 (200).

In November of 1938, eighty boys from Co. 1723 formed a half-mile wide line and marched through a section in
the Chippewa National Forest to participate in the Forest Service's annual deer tally. Information obtained from
the tally assisted in a wildlife management plan to insure a perpetual deer population.

One of the most outstanding accomplishments of Co. 1723 was development of the Shingobee Winter Playground,
which included a toboggan slide and a tow rope on the huge hill.  The CCCs constructed a new forestry office
building, garages, warehouses, and a home for the ranger at the Walker Ranger station. Current plans to replace
buildings at the Walker US Forest Service and being developed. They also constructed the Walker lookout tower
on the hill behind the city in the vicinity of the current Leech Lake Television tower. A skeleton crew was left at
Camp Co. 1723 but Forest Service men were transferred: Henry Ziminski to Bena and Archie Cyr to Remer.

Co. 3709 was created at this site when 135 men from acamp at Grand Marais moved to this site on July 16, 1939
tofill thevacancy created when Co. 1723 moved to alocation near Shoshoni, Wyoming on thissamedate. Enrollees
from the Twin Cities arrived to fill up the camp which put the number of men here at 195. Verlyn Van Steenwyk
arrived here and met his future wife, Dorothy Geving, at adance at the Silver Dollar. He and Dorothy made their
home in Walker where they owned several successful businesses. We have a camp photo dated Nov. 11, 1939 at
the museum.

Look for apartial list of enrollees at camps throughout Cass and Hubbard counties in our next newsl etter.
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Walker, MN 56484
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